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Jose Mourinho, seen here with wife Matilde, is a fan of the Portuguese restaurant . -

HOME 3

‘oul play as bug foun
hidden in Mourinho’s

By Guy Adams

Ashley Caole's move to
Chelsea has already been
compared with the sort of
¢lonk-and-dagger defection
ina James Bond spy thriller
But the plot i about to thick-
e Ope of Jose Mourinho's
ot restmarnnt s - whene
the England foothaller's es-
cape from Arsenal is said to
harve besen plotted - has bired
a counter-intelligence firm
to reviiow security afler bug-
ging equipment was discoy-
ered in its dining room.

Portal, n Portugese res-
taurant in the City of Lon-
don, is to pay agents from
the International Corporate
Protection (ICP} Group Lo
make regular “sweeps” of
the premises to protect the
privacy of its high-rolling
clients.

The move follows an inci-
dent in which kitchen stafl
diseonered o surveillance de-
vice in a plug fitting near to
ong of the restaurant’s dis-
creet corner tables, where
several members of the
Chesbsen tesum recently dined.

“We couldn’t beliove it,”
gaid Portal’s owner, Anto-
nio Correln. “A fortnight agno,
I bought a radio for my staff,
s0 Lthey could to listen to
music in the kitehen while
they were working. It pro-
duced terrible feodback, and
on one frequency we could
hear what was being sald
pear to the serving hateh.”

After searching the
premises, MrCorrein found
that a déevice in a two-sock-

el adaptor was responsible
fior bropchesest inge the sounds,
Although ICP did not find
further bugs, the firm has
now been employed on a
rolling contract

The restourant, which in-
cludes several private
rooimis, says the device was
discovered less than 24
hours after it had been
planted. The celebrity and
COFPOraLe clients who tuck
into its Iherian cuisine mabes
it n prime target for covert
surveillanes operations

As well as hosting lunch-
es and meetings faor City
firma, Portal is a favourite
ol the Chelsea eamp, and
it was named by Mourin-
ho, the team manager, in o
Time Ouf interview as one
of his favourite London
restaurants.

Mr Correin said: *Who
knirws if the devios wis con-
néctéd to them |Chelsen
players]. To me, it doesn't
matter: a lot of my clients
work st the Stoeck Ex-

change, or for [nance com-
panies and lawyers, They
are people who take priva-
cy seriously, so it lsvery im-
portant for me as a busi-
nessman to protect them,”

Although Portnl is
thought to be the first
restaurant in Britain to em-
ploy a firm of spooks, the
practice s mlatively com-
monplace on Wall Street,
whirre industrinl espionge
is treated a8 an everyday
corporute hazard

In a recent high-profile
case, three New York-based
former emplovees of Coca-
Coln were charged with
stealing trnde secrets, after
allegedly attempting to sell
the firm's secret recipes to
its arch-rival Pepal.

“To be honest, I'm sur-
prised that we hiven't been
asked to look at a restau-
rant inthe UK befora,” sakd
ICP% director Wil Geddes.

“Counter-surveillance
has now become so wide-
spread that most of our

B favourite restaurant
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The listening davice found
at Portal was hidden inside
a plug socket s Laaan

work is actually Lraining
people on how to find de-
viCes, since most cormpanies
haave taken the joby In-howse"

“l can't say exnctly how
often we will now be check-
ing the place, as that will
compromise aecurity. But
thare will be regular visits
by our staff"

Buggring is officially ille-
gal, although fow cases are
ever bought to court in the
UK. The equipmient found
at Portal is described as n
“basic off-the-shelf device,”
which ran on mains elec-
tricity and, according to
staff, had not been present
the previous day.

“It would have required
the eavesdropper Lo be sil-
ting near by, pawitha
receiver and recording de-
vice,” added Geddes. “Who
knows why it was there. It
cottld have been as simple as
mwifie checking on n bushand,
bt there could obviously also
be a more sinister explana-
tion for its appearance.”



