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PORTAL
5 a restaurant that
deserves to be noticed

alk about great publicity! Eaclier this
mionth, 3 listening device was uncovered
at Portal, a Portuguese restaurent in
Clerkemwell, sald to be Gvoured by Jose
Mourinha, the infamous Chelsea manager, The fal-
loawing day, this discovery made headlines around
the world. Indeed, it was usaally the same headling,
transluted into o doxen different languages
"Whaiter, there’s a bug m my soup.” Over-
night, Portal was transformed from an
obscure lictle bistro into & Top People’s
Restaurant, and it's not an exaggeration to

aay that 1t has been |'||i|':.' booked ever since

MNaturally, my [irst thought on meeting mm
Portal’s owner - an inscrutable Portuguese  Sf8 fasane aod hat lived
gentlemnan called Antonio Correia - is to try  * SHORREh sves Since. He so the
o weork out B he's a PR mastermind oF il.l'\.l o .

a very lucky gruy. T swear it's 100 per cont
true,” he laughs. ‘1 installed a radio in the
kitchen 50 the staff could listen o muosic
and it starbed picking up snippets of con-
versation in the restaurant. I called in a pri-
vate security firm and they found the bug'
In Correia’s defence, listening devices
have been discovered in numerous restau-
rants across the Atlantic, mainly those Gwoured by
Wall Street types in Lower Manhattan. Mortal is
only a ten-minute walk from London's financial
district, making it a popular destination for invest-
mient bankers and their clients, so it's conceivable
that it might have been buggred by some unscrupu-
lous “City Boys' hoping for some inside
information. Whatewver the explanation,
the owner now has the restaurant swept
for 11|J;.."~|. i n'].tu]:nr intervals and - 4o far,
at beast = hie has yet to find another ome
It would be churdish to begrudge
Mortal all the antention it has been
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Leandro Pachego has been bar -
manager at Portal since it opencd ™y

TOBY YOUNG IS THE...

Restaurant Spy

geiting since it is a restaurant that deserves 1o be
noticed. As you step through the door, you could
be forgiven for thinking you*ve entered a modest
little tapas bar, but keep poing thoough a passage
way ot the back and Portal opens up into a lamge
conservatory with seating for 94 people. Een
!'l.!.:ll.'kll'!.'-'- interior desyen i% h;lrl,‘i'l:.' the most Origl-
nal 've ever seen - i could be described as Tom-
pidou Centre Lite' = but there's no doubt that he's
iriciche -:"'cn.'u_'ﬂr-nl! ke ||!I'1|1|._' ;|.1.'.'|i|_1|1]|_* Spae.

My lunching companion was Camilla Wright,
the 35-year-old editor of Pophitch, so every time
[ imparted a bit of gossip | had to get her to

promise she wouldn't use
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the restaurant.
{and o expect o find Mateiss st

it. {The boot is nearly
always on the other foor,
s0 that made a pleasant
chamgee, ) She started with
warm bomato soup with
poached quail’s egg and
truffle ail, while I had the
pan-fried foie gras with a
pistachio crust and pori-
marinated nectaringes.
As these mamher long-
winded descriptions
imply, the food at Porial
s whil many Amencans
wonld deweribe as ‘fancy

schmancy’, but both starters passed muster.

For her main course, Camilla had the trio of cod
and I had the meat special, which turnied out o be
the Portuguese equivalent of a full English; fricd
pork, frbed e and (Hed potatoes. Pm not sure Id
chonse my dish again, it was a litthe too rustic for
my tastes, but Camilla enjoyed her cod

As you'd expect from a restaurand that has
recently been de-bupped, Portal attracts o firky
high cilibre of customers, TV contmaller of
entertninment was ot the next-door table hay iI:||.:
lunch with a ravishing brunette, while variows
mvestment bankers wene whispenng (o ane
anather in the private dindng room, possibly b the
hope of not being overheard, There was no sign
of Jose Mourinho, but then, sccording o the
owner, hie's never actually been (o Portal The
reason his name wis linked to the restaurant in
all the news reports of the bugging incident is
because he singled it out as one of his “GBvourites’
in a recent interview, Ferhaps he was just being
loval to his homeland, Portal being one of
oy Twin |1:|.-_h-1'|1|| Portuguese nestiurints i
the capital,

| have no idea what Portal was likebelore it hit
I|1;' ]'.l,'.u|||1|.,|,-~., st 0% BOW 3 :||-|1I, |‘|.|-"="!| restaurant
that 1 have no hesimtion in recommending
Indeed. | wouldn't be surprised if [ose Mourinho
|1|r|1m'|.|'p.1:.1. h'l '.-'u.i1 befire ey I"':'”'r:'



